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very reasonings where this term is so freely
used. These charges cover the whole range of
Physical Science, no less than of Keljgious
Faith. Their result, applied impartially, must
reduce Science as well as Religion to this worth-
less truism, that the phenomena around us are
indeed <fa mystery ever pressing for inter-
pretation," but that the impression or sensation
of each passing moment is all that can ever
possibly be known.

All these reasonings huve no higher source
than a mischievous ambiguity in these two
words, unthinkable mid inconceivable. Con-
ceptions are cither of the imagination or the
understanding, and the latter may bo compre-
hensive, or apprehensive only* Objects of
thought may bo conceived by the understand-
ing, of which wo can form no visual picture, or
wliich. are not conceivable by tlio mere imagi-
nation. Again, they may bo inconceivable to
the understanding in two opposite ways, by
mystery or by contradiction. By mystery,
when wo recognise in them definite properties
and relations, but fool clearly that in many other
respects they arc not comprehended, and are
still unknown. By contradiction, when pro-
perties or conditions are verbally combined,
and ascribed to one object, which more